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Disclaimer: The material in this ebook is for information and educational purposes
only. It is not intended to replace professional legal, medical or accounting advice.
Any reliance on this material by the reader is done so at his/her own discretion.
Although this material was researched from presumably reliable sources such as the
US government, the reader remains responsible to perform their own due diligence.
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Sec. 1692g. Validation of debts
(a) Notice of debt; contents

Within five days after the initial communication with a consumer in
connection with the collection of any debt, a debt collector shall,
unless the following information is contained in the initial
communication or the consumer has paid the debt, send the consumer a
written notice containing -

(1) the amount of the debt;

(2) the name of the creditor to whom the debt is owed;

(3) a statement that unless the consumer, within thirty days
after receipt of the notice, disputes the validity of the debt,
or any portion thereof, the debt will be assumed to be valid by
the debt collector;

(4) a statement that if the consumer notifies the debt
collector in writing within the thirty-day period that the debt,
or any portion thereof, is disputed, the debt collector will
obtain verification of the debt or a copy of a judgment against
the consumer and a copy of such verification or judgment will be
mailed to the consumer by the debt collector; and

(5) a statement that, upon the consumer's written request
within the thirty-day period, the debt collector will provide the

consumer with the name and address of the original creditor, if



different from the current creditor.
(b) Disputed debts

If the consumer notifies the debt collector in writing within the
thirty-day period described in subsection (a) of this section that
the debt, or any portion thereof, is disputed, or that the consumer
requests the name and address of the original creditor, the debt
collector shall cease collection of the debt, or any disputed
portion thereof, until the debt collector obtains verification of
the debt or a copy of a judgment, or the name and address of the
original creditor, and a copy of such verification or Jjudgment, or
name and address of the original creditor, is mailed to the
consumer by the debt collector.
(c) Admission of liability

The failure of a consumer to dispute the validity of a debt under
this section may not be construed by any court as an admission of
liability by the consumer.

Notice the thirty day requirement in the Code? They must give you 30
days to request a validation. Also, look at subsection (c) right above
this paragraph.

Should you fail to dispute the validity of a debt, no court is allowed
to construe your failure as an admission of liability. This is a very
powerful subsection because you no longer are liable simply because you
did not dispute the validity of the debt at the onset.

You may not have done so for any number of reasons. You, in fact, may
have wanted your day in court without the encumbrance of a stack of
paperwork or you may wanted to short circuit the time the dispute would
normally take if you entered into a letter writing campaign.

All of that is now moot per the law. That’s a good thing.

Now the question is reduced to what is this animal called validation
you want from the debt collector? No part of this section clearly
defines validation yet it lays the requirement for such an action
squarely on the shoulders of the debt collector.



Debt collectors will take the verification route and use computer print
outs or copies of paper work you allegedly signed years ago or copies
of microfiche documents or a letter supposedly from somebody in the
credit department of the original creditor. If the debt has been
reassigned or sold several times, the new debt collector uses the
collection letter the former collector sent you.

As you can imagine, most consumers do not accept this slight of hand as
validation. They want their original contract or the other document (s)
alleging a debt be brought forward that has their signature on it.

On this point, unfortunately, the courts seem to be ruling that a
computer print out from the creditor alleging a debt is sufficient as
validation. And, unfortunately one more time, the Federal Rules of
Evidence (FRE), sections 1002, 1003 and 1004 are allowing the courts to
rule this way.

Here are the rules, along with their Notes, as they appear in the FRE.

Rule 1002. Requirement of Original
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